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   Thursday-Sunday      

September 10-13, 2020 
 

Idyllwild hikes/San Jacinto 
 

Approximately 299 Miles and 5hrs Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”, 
 

Type:  See Desc.    Max Rtg/Pts:  See Desc.  Elev. Change:  See Desc.     Length:  3 days hiking 

Start Time:  various  Duration:  3 days  Max No of Part: See Desc   Last Scouted:  Explore 

 
 

Major Hike:  
Cross-Country:  
Exploratory:  
Individual Effort:  
Options:  
Pass/Fees Rqd.:  
 

Required Equipment:  Clothing appropriate for hot & cold weather.  Sturdy footwear. Water.  Food and energy packs 
for all day hiking.  Hat. Sunglasses. Sunblock. Walkie talkie. 

Recommended Equipment:  Trekking poles. 1st Aid kit. Rain gear if showers are forecasted. 

Cautions and Special Preparations:  Advance reservations are recommended for Idyllwild so you know where you can 
lay your head at night to rest.    

Description:   
The plan is to have three days of hiking with base camp being Idyllwild, CA.  There are a 
number of different housing options in Idyllwild depending on your preference – camping, RV 
parks, lodges, inns, cabins. 
 
Thurs, Sept 10th – Drive to Idyllwild. I’m thinking of doing a late afternoon hike around Lake 
Fulmor.  This little 3 acre lake has a trail that is one mile or less around it.  It will be a very 
short and easy hike to stretch our legs after the drive to Idyllwild.  The lake is right on 
Highway 243 about 20 minutes before you get to Idyllwild.  Tentative start time will be 3:30 
pm.  Here is a link to some information and directions.  Ignore the Closed note.  From what I 
can tell it is really open.  You will need to display your National Parks pass to park at the lot 
or pay for an Adventure or Recreation Pass in advance at the local Ranger Station. 
 
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/lake-fulmor 
 
https://nobodyhikesinla.com/2010/12/05/lake-fulmor/ 
 
Fri, Sept 11th – There are two options for today.  First, I plan to do a long, strenuous hike to 
San Jacinto peak via Devil’s Slide Trail starting in Humber Park.  This hike is approximately 
16+/- miles with 4,125 feet elevation gain.  The top of San Jacinto which is the goal for this 
hike is at 10,834’.  If you did San Jacinto with me a few years ago, the end part of this hike is 
on the same trail to the peak as that hike was.  To park in Humber Park, we will need an 
Adventure Pass or your National Parks pass.  We will also need a wilderness permit to hike to 
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the peak.  My understanding is we can get the wilderness permits from the ranger station in 
Idyllwild.  The permits are outside so I’m thinking about getting my permit the night before so 
I don’t need to hassle with it in the morning.  I will know more about this once I’m in 
Idyllwild.  Tentative start time for this hike will be 7 am.  Here are two websites to visit to 
read up a little about the hike: 
 
 https://socalhiker.net/hiking-mt-san-jacinto-via-humber-park-idyllwild/ 
 
https://www.theoutbound.com/los-angeles/hiking/summit-mount-san-jacinto 
 
The other option for those who would prefer something shorter is a hike to Tahquitz Peak via 
Devil’s Slide trail.  This is an 8.1 mile hike in and back with an elevation gain of 2,375 feet.  A 
watched a video someone made of this hike and it looks really nice.  At the top is a lookout 
tower.  Parking is at Humber Park for this hike as well with the need for an Adventure Pass or 
National Parks pass and the wilderness permit as well.  Here is a link to more information: 
 
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/tahquitz-peak-via-devils-slide-trail 
 
https://hikingguy.com/hiking-trails/best-la-hikes/tahquitz-peak-via-devils-slide-trail-hike/ 
 
Tentative start time for this hike will be 8 am. 
 
Sat, Sept 11th – Shorter hike today but still challenging. This time we will hike to Suicide Rock 
via the Deer Spring Trail.  The hike is approximately 6 to 7 miles with an elevation gain of 
around 1,900 feet.  You will need an Adventure Pass to park or you can use your National 
Parks pass.  We will need a wilderness permit for this hike as well.  Here are some links to 
write ups about the hike. 
 
https://www.ihikesandiego.com/suicide-rock-via-deer-springs-trail/ 
 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/sbnf/recarea/?recid=26475 
 
 
 
 

Driving Directions:  There are two main ways to get to Idyllwild.  From Phoenix, take I-10 toward 
Los Angeles.  In Banning, transition to Highway 243 (Google Map this for exact directions in 
Banning) which will take you directly to Idyllwild. Or from I-10 you can transition to 
Highway 74 in Palm Springs (Google Map this for exact directions).  Take the 74 all the way 
to Highway 243 which will take you right into Idyllwild.  Either route will take you about 5 
hours.   

 


